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GRTgaz announces the creation of Nova, a start-up incubator focused on 
the energy transition, and has just launched its first call for applications  

 
GRTgaz is involved in a CAP24 corporate project designed to accelerate its industrial, technological and 

digital transformation so as to gear its infrastructure towards transporting carbon-free or low-carbon gas.  

 Research and innovation play a key role in achieving this aim. Through its new incubator Nova, GRTgaz 

is providing start-ups engaged in developing solutions for the industrial, energy and ecological transition 

with the opportunity to accelerate their growth, while at the same time sharing their expertise. The call for 

applications has just been launched.   

 

 

The Nova by GRTgaz incubator is designed for start-ups engaged in developing innovative solutions to do with 

renewable gas, hydrogen, decarbonising uses, industry 4.0, operational performance, security and optimising 

assets. Through this incubator, GRTgaz's aim is to identify new products, services and tools for optimising its own 

performance, as well as that of its clients. 

 

Starting in November 2022, Nova will welcome its first cohort of five start-ups for a 12-month period. They will get 

shared working areas at GRTgaz's premises. They will also enjoy the support of its RICE research and innovation 

centre in the Hauts-de-Seine region. This will include access to testing areas and input from researchers for 

internal tests. Furthermore, the Nova incubator will provide the start-ups with bespoke technical, methodological 

and entrepreneurial support (market studies, economic studies, intellectual property, business models, etc.). 

 

Launch of the first call for projects running from 15 June to 16 August 2022 

 

In order to identify the most promising young companies, on Wednesday 15 June, GRTgaz launched a call for 

applications targeting start-ups. All the details are available on GRTgaz's Open Innovation Factory website. They 

will have until 16 August 2022 to apply. The applications will be assessed by a panel made up of managers and 

experts. The names of the chosen start-ups will be selected in September. They will then be required to give oral 

presentations. These will be an opportunity for them to pitch their solution live to the panel of experts on GRTgaz's 

premises. The winners will then join the Nova incubator's first cohort in November 2022. 

 

Pierre Blouet, Director of GRTgaz's RICE Centre for Research, Development and Innovation said:  

“I am delighted with the launch of Nova, an incubator providing entrepreneurs with a setting in which they can 

take root, undertake testing and grow. For some, this will be the springboard they need to go even further. And 

for our research teams and innovation project leaders, it is an opportunity to directly witness the process whereby 

innovative technology solutions are launched on the market. I am absolutely certain that the start-ups hosted will 

get to enjoy the unique conditions they need to succeed, and the perfect ecosystem for growing and engaging in 

testing”. 

 15 June 2022 

https://challenge-link.fr/grt-gaz/incubateur-shm.html.html
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GRTgaz is Europe's second-largest gas carrier, with 32,500 km of pipes and 640 TWh of gas 

transported. The company has 3,000 employees and generated nearly €2.3 billion in turnover in 

2020. GRTgaz has a mission statement: “Together, we enable an energy future that is safe, 

affordable and climate neutral”. GRTgaz is an innovative company undergoing a major 

transformation to adapt its network to new ecological and digital challenges. It is committed to a 

100% carbon-neutral French gas mix by 2050. It supports the hydrogen and renewable gas 

sectors (biomethane and gas from solid and liquid waste). GRTgaz carries out public service 

missions to guarantee the safety of gas transmission for its 945 clients (shippers, distributors, 

industrial companies, biomethane plants and producers). With its subsidiaries Elengy, the 

European leader in LNG terminal services, and GRTgaz Deutschland, operator of the MEGAL 

transmission network in Germany, GRTgaz plays a key role on the European gas infrastructure 

scene. The company exports its know-how internationally, in particular services developed by 

its research centre, RICE. Find us at https://www.grtgaz.com/, on Twitter, on LinkedIn, Instagram 

and on Facebook. 
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